CHAPTER X

*THE ONE AND  THE  FIFTY-THREE*

THE next year, 1589, is famous for the unsuc-
cessful Lisbon Expedition. Drake had the usual
troubles with Elizabeth, who wanted him to
go about picking leaves and breaking branches
before laying the axe to the root of the tree.
Though there were in the Narrow Seas defensive
squadrons strong enough to ward off any possible
blow, yet the nervous landsmen wanted Corunna
and other ports attacked and their shipping de-
stroyed, for fear England should be invaded before
Drake could strike his blow at Lisbon. Then
there were troubles about stores and ammunition.
The English fleet had been reduced to the last
pound of powder twice during the ten-days' battle
with the Armada. Yet Elizabeth was again
alarmed at the expense of munitions. She never
quite rose to the idea of one supreme and finishing
blow, no matter what the cost might be.
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